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Abstract

Religious pluralism is undoubtedly a social phenomenon which predominates modern European societies and which nevertheless needs to be examined in the light of the current educational innovations and changes undergone in many European countries. Given this, what should be examined, and this is one of the first priorities of this paper, is to set up and discuss the criteria on which RE as a school subject has been legitimised within the educational system of some selected European  countries. In discussing the criteria the paper is intended to go a little further as to examine to what extent the European educational process has seriously taken into consideration the recent phenomenon of religious pluralism in formulating and constructing the very notion of modern educational theory and praxis.

On the other hand, RE should accept and introduce educationally sound philosophy and pedagogical methods of instruction. This is especially necessary for the RE of those European countries in which RE has been for a long time under authoritative and strict ecclesiastical or/and denominational Christian control. This has already been occurred in some central and northern European countries where RE has moved away from what in the past had caused serious tensions and anomalies between what is regarded as a sound educational process in today’s democratic societies and what has been rejected as promoting indoctrination and autocratic attitudes. 

Nevertheless in some countries which belong to the periphery of Europe and are more or less economically deprived, RE has not yet successfully reconsidered and renewed its educational philosophy according to the demands of an open-ended educational process which does fair justice to religious pluralism. Greece is one of those countries in which RE has not yet achieved to overcome difficulties which derive from the long existing tradition of unprecedented cultural and religious ties. This closed connection between culture and a particular religious tradition in Greece, that is Christian Orthodoxy, has a far reaching impact on the way national discussions and innovations of the Greek educational system are addressed. Nevertheless it is interesting to be noticed that in many respects Greek RE had followed the main educational and pedagogical tendencies of the advanced European countries and thus it built up its specific theory and praxis. However, although this is true at least for the past, today’s RE administrative and official educationists in Greece seem to be reluctant to accept that in order to set up criteria for a modern RE theory and practice should abandon any ideological  prejudice which might prevent them from considering the rich potential embedded in all great world religions and not only in the predominant religious tradition of Greece.
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